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Abstract 

This paper examines the systemic reliance on high-stakes examination within the 
Nigerian educational framework. Utilizing a sociological lens, it argues that the current 
"grading-centric" model facilitates a "Banking Model of Education," prioritizing rote 
memorization ("chew and pour") over cognitive development. The author proposes a 
transition toward Competency-Based Education (CBE) as a necessary step for social 
equity and national development, aligning educational outcomes with the pursuit of 
sapiential wisdom rather than mere data accumulation. 
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1. Introduction: The Crisis of Pedagogical Alienation 
In the contemporary Nigerian context, the educational experience is often characterized 
by high levels of student alienation. While the fundamental objective of education is 
liberation, both intellectual and socio-economic. the operational reality for millions is one 
of "systemic bondage." The classroom has evolved into a "cage" of high-stakes testing, 
where the pressure of terminal examinations overshadows the intrinsic value of the 
learning process. 

2. Theoretical Framework: Rote Learning and the 
"Banking Model" 
From a sociological perspective, the "chew and pour" phenomenon in Nigeria is a 
manifestation of what Paulo Freire termed the "Banking Model of Education." In this 
model, students are treated as passive repositories for information rather than active 
participants in knowledge creation. 
This reliance on "memory tests" creates a significant disconnect between academic 
certification and professional competence. When a single quantitative grade acts as the 
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ultimate "verdict" on a student’s potential, it stifles the inquisitive spirit required for 
innovation. Consequently, the system produces graduates who demonstrate high 
proficiency in exam-taking but face significant challenges in applying critical thinking to 
complex issues in healthcare, technology, and the broader economy. This mirrors Max 
Weber’s concept of the "Iron Cage," where bureaucratic efficiency (grading) replaces 
substantive rationality (true understanding). 

3. Discussion: Transitioning from Verdict to Value 
To address this systemic stagnation, Nigeria must pivot toward Competency-Based 
Education (CBE). This shift represents a move from "Verdict" to "Value," where 
assessment is integrated into the learning journey rather than serving as a terminal 
barrier. 

●​ Project-Based Learning (PBL): Rewarding the application of skills in real-world 
scenarios. 

●​ Digital Literacy: Integrating technological fluency as a core metric of success. 
●​ Social Equity: CBE ensures that students in marginalized or rural areas are 

evaluated on their mastery of skills and potential, rather than their access to 
rote-memorization resources. 

By diversifying the metrics of success, the systemic incentive for academic dishonesty 
(cheating) is reduced, as the focus shifts from "attaining the grade" to "demonstrating 
the skill." 

4. Conclusion: The Axiology of Understanding 
The ultimate goal of education should be the attainment of understanding—a concept 
deeply rooted in both intellectual and sapiential traditions. As noted in the Book of 
Proverbs (4:7), wisdom is the "principal thing." This suggests that the end-state of 
human development is not the ability to parrot information, but the capacity to master 
one's craft and apply wisdom to the human condition. 
A reformed Nigerian educational system must prioritize deep comprehension over 
surface-level scores. Only by breaking the "cage" of the current grading framework can 
we cultivate a generation of masters, innovators, and leaders equipped to solve the 
nation’s most pressing challenges. 
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